
LICENSING COMMITTEE

Meeting: Thursday 7th November, 2019
at 3.15 pm. (Drawing Room)

Present: Councillors Callister (Chairman), Seward (Vice-Chair), Assouad, Barlow, 
Biggins, D. Edwards, W. McClure, McEwan, Maddox, Ronson and Wall.

Officers
Present:

Graham Barker (Public Protection Manager), Ivor Churcher (Commercial 
Team Leader), Katherine Benson (Licensing Officer), Debbie Storr (Principal 
Legal Officer), Jon Huck (Monitoring Officer) and Sharron Rushton 
(Democratic Services Officer).

1 Apologies for Absence/Attendance of Substitute Members 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Gawne, Hall, R. McClure and 
McLeavy.  Councillors D. Edwards, W. McClure and Ronson had substituted for 
Councillors Gawne, R. McClure and McLeavy respectively for this meeting only.

2 Minutes 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 4th October, 2018 were taken as read and 
confirmed.

REFERRED ITEMS
THE FOLLOWING MATTERS ARE REFERRED TO COUNCIL FOR DECISION

3 Elected Members Code of Conduct - Licensing Matters 

The Public Protection Manager reported that the Elected Members Code of Conduct - 
Licensing Matters set out principles to guide Members and Officers in determining 
licensing applications and making other decisions within the terms of reference of the 
Licensing Committee, Licensing Sub-Committee and the Licensing Regulatory 
Committees (the Licensing Committees). 

The Licensing Code of Conduct provided guidance to Members on private interests, 
‘pre-judgement’, political group meetings, debate and lobbying, natural justice, 
hospitality and the Council’s statutory duties.

The Licensing Committees had a very important role to play in the life of the Borough; 
they determined licensing applications under many different statutory regimes - from 
alcohol and gambling licences to taxi licences and street trading consents and many 
others. The Committee’s decisions were very important to the applicants since they 
could affect their ability to earn their living and could have serious financial 
consequences. However, the role of licensing was the protection of the public and was 
also important for the safeguarding of vulnerable adults and children, its impact on 
health and safety and public safety, the local and wider community and competing 
economic interests.



Thursday, 7th November, 2019 

Members of the Licensing Committees should determine licensing matters in the 
interests of the whole community of the Borough, with regard to the relevant 
legislation, policy and guidance and should not prejudge licensing applications nor do 
anything that may reasonably be taken as giving an indication of having prejudged 
licensing applications.

Members must consider carefully whether it was right for them to participate in a 
matter before the Committee and be able to approach it with an open mind and 
consider an application on its own merits. In order to maintain the integrity of the 
licensing system, Members should be careful to ensure that any interests do not 
unduly influence their decisions.

In addition, the Licensing Code of Conduct provided guidance to Members on ‘pre-
judgement’, political group meetings, debate and lobbying, natural justice, hospitality 
and the Council’s statutory duties. 

A proposed Licensing Code of Conduct was attached as an appendix to the report.

RESOLVED:- That Members considered and recommended the Licensing Code to the 
Executive Committee to approve and recommended the Council adopted this Code 
into Part 5 of the Constitution.

The meeting closed at 3.18 pm.



Licensing Committee

RECORD OF DECISION

Date Of Meeting:  7th November, 2019
Agenda Item: 7 – Elected Members Code of Conduct – Licensing Matters 

Findings of any relevant facts:  

 The Code of Conduct set out principles to guide Members and Officers in 
determining licensing applications and making other decisions within the terms of 
reference of the Licensing Committee, Licensing Sub Committee and the 
Licensing Regulatory Committees

 The Code of Conduct provided guidance to Members on private interest, pre 
judgement, political group meetings, debates and lobbying, natural justice, 
hospitality and the Council’s statutory duties

 The Code of Conduct was attached to the report

 The Licensing Committees determined licensing applications under many 
different statutory regimes

 The Committees decisions were very important 
 The role of Licensing was the protection of the public and was also important for 

the safeguarding of vulnerable adults and children, its impact on health and 
safety and public safety, the local and wider community and competing 
economic interests

 Members should determine licensing matters in the interest of the whole 
community, with regard to the relevant legislation, policy and guidance and 
should not prejudge licensing applications

 Members should consider whether it was right for them to participate in a matter 
before the Committee and be able to approach it with an open mind and 
consider applications in their own merits

 Members should ensure interests do no unduly influence their decisions
 The establishment of a code on licensing matters was good practice and helped 

minimise the risk of legal challenge in the decision making process

Committee decision:

To recommend to Executive Committee to approve the Elected Members Code of 
Conduct – Licensing Matters and recommend the Council adopt the Licensing Code 
into Part 5 of the Constitution.

Reasons for decision:

The Licensing Authority agreed that a Code of Conduct would set out principles to 
guide Members and Officers and agreed it would be good practice.

Reasons for not adopting other available options:
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There were no other options available.

Date:

Signed:
(Chairman) 
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